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	Dream, Believe, Achieve Together’
	




Drugs and Harmful Substances Policy

At Knelston Primary School we recognise and celebrate the uniqueness of each child through a programme of learning that promotes challenge and personalised education at all levels. Through this, we encourage creative and critical thinking alongside stimulating and meaningful experiences. 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is at the heart of our school’s ethos and practice. As a right’s respecting school we teach about children’s rights and model rights and respect in our relationships and practice. We continually aim to provide an inclusive, enabling environment which gives all children a voice and empowers them to achieve. 
Our curriculum celebrates the diversity within our school and equips our children with the skills and attributes required to fulfil the four core purposes of the Curriculum for Wales.
Our school strives to create a nurturing environment with strong, open and positive partnerships between adults, children and the wider community, that ensures the well-being of all.  


Rationale
Knelston Primary School is committed to the Health & Safety of all its members and acknowledges the importance of its pastoral role in the welfare of its pupils. Available evidence shows that children are aware of drugs at an early age. It is important to introduce drugs prevention before the problem actually arises. We therefore aim to educate our pupils about the consequences of drug use and misuse, thus preparing them for the future they may face. 

Purposes

· To develop a whole school approach to drug education in the context of the Personal, Social and Health programme and the Science Curriculum.
·  To provide accurate information about a range of drugs, including medicines, alcohol and tobacco.
· To explore attitudes and develop skills in making decisions about drugs.
· To have a clear and agreed understanding between everyone in the school community about the implications and possible consequences of drug use/misuse.
· To establish an environment in which the school is free from the misuse of any drugs.
· To clarify appropriate procedures in the management of drug related incidents.

Guidelines

1. All pupils at both Key Stages will follow an integrated drug education programme, which is responsive to their needs and relevant to their age, experience and maturity. It will be delivered through the existing curriculum mainly P.S.H.E. & Citizenship and Science will focus on the development of self esteem and decision making skills.
2. Staff will deliver effective drugs education and respond to situations with consistency and sensitivity, taking account of religious, social and cultural issues.
3. There is a procedure for the management of drug related incidents. Where a pupil has been identified by the school of misusing drugs, then the parents/carers and school staff will be informed and a sensitive approach used in any action that needs to be taken. The involvement of the appropriate outside agency may be needed for support.
4. Confidentiality – When a pupil discloses that they know someone is taking drugs, the teacher should make clear to the pupil that he or she can offer no guarantee of confidentiality, given the seriousness of the drug misuse. (Where there is an incident of a staff use then a different code of confidentiality will be used.)
5. Responsibility for the education of pupils is shared with parents, who will be kept informed and involved through newsletters and individual discussions when appropriate.
6. The school works with other agencies to provide relevant information and coordinated support.
7. The school has a procedure for the administration of medicines that must be followed for everyone’s safety.
8. The Head teacher will take responsibility for coordinating the management of drug related incidents, offering sources of support and liaising with outside agencies and the media.
9. The school will ensure that potentially harmful substances are stored safely and pupils supervised carefully in the event of them having to be used in the course of their work. The use of aerosol deodorants will not be allowed because of the potential risks to people with asthma or other bronchial problems.
10. No illegal or illicit substances should be brought to school or used on school premises.
11. No alcohol will be consumed during the course of a normal day.
12. The school is designated a No Smoking area.
13. Sanctions of appropriate severity will be applied to the intentional misuse of any of the substances by any member of the school community on the school premises or while on school trips and visits.
14. To protect the health and safety of everyone in the school, regular checks will be made of the site.

Conclusion

The welfare of our pupils and staff is of paramount concern and we shall work together with everyone involved with the school to ensure the continued education and well being of all our children. 
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